Protein and electrolyte changes in experimental cerebral edema.
Analysis of protein and electrolyte data in cryogenic cerebral edema in the rhesus monkey has led to the conclusion that, in the first 24 hours (h) after injury, the edematous process is not homogenous, but compartmentalized. This involves, first of all, a division into intra- and extracellular compartments. The intracellular compartment is further divided into a compartment containing water, electrolytes, and serum proteins, and a compartment containing only excess sodium. The extracellular compartment is also subdivided into a compartment containing albumin, globulin, and electrolytes, and a compartment containing only albumin and electrolytes. Anatomically, the latter is most likely the pre-existing normal extracellular space.